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WHAT’S INSIDE
Alternative rock band 
touches on sensitive 
themes in latest album
Noah Sonnenburg
associate reporter
Five years since their last release, The 
Killers break back into the music scene with 
“Wonderful World”—a ten-track epic that 
pulls back the curtain on masculinity and 
commitment. Known for their deliberate ap-
proach to songwriting, the monolithic rockers 
behind the project put themselves in their 
most vulnerable place yet. 
Within these tracks, they touch on a variety 
of sensitive issues including mental illness, 
masculinity, compassion, love and loss. Avoid-
ing typical tropes of rock & roll, they pick away 
at these subjects with their usual kit of lyrical 
prowess, inventive instrumentation and un-
questionable care for their work.
The album starts with the eponymous track 
“Wonderful Wonderful.” The song breaks 
out with the sounds of a distant synthesized 
trumpet, answered quickly by the pounding 
of drums as if calling an army to war. This 
introduction is followed by a growling bass 
line. The sparse instrumentation is layered 
tastefully with reverb, creating the illusion 
of space.
Despite the darkness of the song, the lyr-
ics are wholesome, at times even hinting at 
the shocking musical backing. Being the title 
track, the song touches on themes discussed 
throughout the album. Primarily, it is a mes-
sage to Tana Flowers, the wife of frontman 
Brandon Flowers. She is referred to through-
out the piece as “motherless child.” 
Abandoned by her mother very early in 
life, she was scarred by her childhood—ac-
cording to Brandon. He uses the imagery of a 
drought to describe his wife’s depression. In 
reference to that, the pre-chorus of the track 
encourages the listener to “keep your ear to 
the shell” to hear the ocean in efforts to ward 
off the drought.
The bittersweet opening song is followed 
by the life-affirming track “The Man.” Open-
ing with the bite of a sawtooth synth, the 
track quickly transforms into a swaggering, 
slick-haired tune. The song introduces the 
issue of masculinity as a theme throughout 
the album. While explored with more nuance 
later, the band introduces this phenomenon 
in its archetypal form. The chorus swells with 
a proclamation of: “I got news for you baby, 
you’re looking at the man.” The brash, cocky 
portrayal of manhood in these lyrics is bound 
to leave the listener with some questions. Per-
haps this hard, masculine shell is only that.
The chugging soulfulness of “The Man” 
is quelled by the breathtaking, tear-jerking 
sweetness of “Rut.” No commentary can do 
this track the justice it deserves. Giving Dan 
Auerbach and Harry Nilsson, sensitive-rock 
The Genius of Hans Boepple 
Pianist discusses the 




On Sept. 30, professor Hans Boepple of 
the Santa Clara music department gave a 
piano performance for both the university 
and the greater Santa Clara community at 
the Recital Hall. His performance featured 
pieces from the renowned composers Bach, 
Franck, Rachmaninoff, and Chopin. 
Professor Boepple grew up in a musical 
family. His mother, a renowned violinist, 
introduced Boepple and his brother to the 
piano when he was four. At the age of 10, 
he and his 12 year old brother performed 
Saint-Saens’ “Carnival of the Animals” with 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Since then, Boepple has played with a 
variety of reputable orchestras and con-
ductors. He is also an honored Steinway 
International Artist and has had live per-
formances broadcast on NPR and Voice 
of America. Since 1978, Boepple has been 
working with and inspiring student musi-
cians at Santa Clara. Many of those students 
have gone on to win state, national and in-
ternational awards. 
On Monday Oct. 2, I sat down with Bo-
epple to discuss some of his influences and 
decisions for the performance, as well as 
his experiences as a professional musician. 
Ethan Beberness: So what influenced 
your decisions when putting together this 
set?
Hans Boepple: When you play a recital, 
you don’t necessarily want to play all one 
composer— although that can be kind of 
interesting—but hopefully a varied set of 
pieces that have different styles. The Bach 
and the Franck are, to me, very spiritual 
pieces. They have to do with sort of higher 
things. The second half are more sensual 
things—the Rachmaninoff and the Chopin. 
They’re more from the heart, more from just 
human feelings and impulses.
EB: How do you separate the spiritual 
from the sensual when you’re listening to 
a piece?
HB: My feeling is that a person’s re-
sponse to a piece of music is utterly sub-
jective. But, to me, [Franck’s piece] is really 
the story of a young novitiate who is having 
a spiritual crisis. And in the chorale, in these 
beautiful chords, there’s this revelation that 
goes on. This assurance comes through to 
him. And in the fugues there’s this sort of 
fighting certainty on his part that the cho-
rale gives rise to, and there’s a triumph at 
the end. It ends in B major. And then the 
Bach is just amazing. It’s one of my favorite 
pieces written ever, really. 
EB: If you had to pick a favorite com-
poser, would it be Bach?
HB: Well, when I’m playing Brahms, 
Brahms is my favorite composer and when 
I’m playing Bach, it’s Bach. 
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LAS VEGAS SHOOTING: On Oct. 1, a gunman opened fire on a large crowd gathered for a country music festival near the Mandalay Bay resort. There 
have been 59 reported deaths (including the gunman) and 489 injuries. The massacre is now the deadliest mass shooting in modern U.S. history.
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Editors and departments can 
also be reached via email at 
section@thesantaclara.org (e.g. 
sports@thesantaclara.org). For 
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OUR POLICIES
The Santa Clara is the official 
student newspaper of Santa 
Clara University. 
The Santa Clara is written, 
edited and produced by students 
once weekly, except during 
holidays, examination periods 
and academic recesses.
The Santa Clara welcomes 
letters to the editor from readers. 
Letters can be delivered to 
the Benson Memorial Center, 
room 13; mailed to SCU Box 
3190 or emailed to: letters@
thesantaclara.org.
Our letters policy:
◗  Submissions must include 
major and year of graduation 
and/or job title, relation to the 
university and a phone number 
for verification.
◗  Letters should not exceed 
250 words. Those exceeding the 
word limit may be considered 
as publication as an article or in 
some other form. 
◗  Anonymous letters will not 
be considered for publication. 
◗  The Santa Clara reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
grammar, clarity and accuracy, 
or to shorten letters to fit the 
allocated space. 
◗  All letter submissions 
become property of The Santa 
Clara.
◗  The deadline for publication 
in Thursday’s edition is the prior 
Saturday. 
     Nothing on the opinion pages 
necessarily represents a position 
of Santa Clara University. 
Letters, columns and graphics 
represent only the views of their 
authors.
     The Santa Clara has a 
minimum newspaper circulation 
of 2,000.
     One free copy. Additional 
copies are 25¢.
CAMPUS SAFETY




Sept. 30: Two non-affiliate guests were reported as 
intoxicated after attending a party in Swig Hall. They were 
evaluated by SCU EMS and allowed to remain in the host 
campus resident’s room for the night.
Elevator Malfunction 
Sept. 29: Elevator 2 in the Learning Commons was 
reported malfunctioning with several people stuck inside. 
CSS and an OTIS technician responded. 
Information Report 
Sept. 29: An unattended mini-backhoe was observed 
parked on The Alameda by Franklin Street, with the key 
in the ignition. The key was removed and taken to the 
Campus Safety office for safekeeping. 
Medical Emergency
Sept. 29: A student injured his knee while attempting a 
yoga move in Nobili Hall.  He was given medical assistance 
by SCU EMS. 
Oct. 1: An elderly woman lost consciousness during a 
mass in the Mission Church.  CSS and SCFD responded. 
She was transported to El Camino ER by paramedics.
Oct. 2: A campus resident became ill after consuming 
an edible marijuana cookie. CSS, SCU EMS and SCFD 
responded. He was transported to Kaiser Hospital by 
paramedics.
Non-Injury Traffic Accident
Sept. 30: A vehicle was seen hitting a parked vehicle in 
the Main Parking Structure while attempting to park. CSS 
documented the incident and left a note on the victim’s 
vehicle.  
Suspicious Incident 
Sept. 30: Three males were reported having a loud 
argument in the Cowell lot. They left the area before 
CSS arrival. 
Oct. 2: A student reported she overheard an 
unidentified heavy-set male talking to himself, making 
suspicious comments, while walking behind her. CSS 
documented the incident and is conducting further 
investigation. 
Sept. 30:  An unknown suspicious male reportedly ran 
upstairs in Donohoe Alumni and looked around, then left 
the building after being questioned by a staff member. 
Trespassing 
Sept. 27: A non-affiliate male was reportedly bothering 
female students in Benson Center.  He was questioned and 
admonished to stay off Santa Clara property.
Sept. 29: A non-affiliate male was reported as verbally 
abusive to a faculty member, who was walking her dog 
on the Alameda Mall.  A CSS officer was able to locate 
him at the basement of the Learning Commons.  He was 
questioned and admonished to leave campus  property.
Oct. 2: An elderly bare-chested non-affiliate male 
was reported shouting obscenities near Kids on Campus. 
He was questioned and admonished to stay off campus 
property.
From Campus Safety reports.                                                    
Email news@thesantaclara.org.
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Deliberation over the status of student 
interest clubs dominated the most recent 
Associated Student Government (ASG) 
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 28.
Clubs requesting Registered Student 
Organization (RSO) status presented 
their platforms to the Senate, followed 
by updates from the Executive Board and 
committee divisions.  
Talk circulated around the Senate of 
creating a new type of RSO that gives a 
club RSO status, but does not require ASG 
funding. That way, the club can table on 
campus to promote interest, but would 
not automatically receive funding from 
ASG if said club does not anticipate any 
expenses. 
This concept has been temporarily 
dubbed “RSO Lite.” The topic will be dis-
cussed further at another meeting.
Six clubs requesting RSO status pre-
sented proposals to the senate and two 
passed. 
The other four clubs were tabled and 
the senate will vote on their status during 
the week three meeting.
The first club to present and gain RSO 
status was the Forge Garden Club. Ju-
nior Evie Kinkade, an intern at the Forge 
Garden, senior Lois Om and sophomore 
Sammi Zamora shared their passion for 
the agricultural sustainability with ASG. 
Their goal is to team up with the Forge 
Garden to promote healthy eating and 
to integrate sustainable practices into 
students’ lives. 
They plan on getting students involved 
by holding events such as an ice cream-
making workshop with fresh ingredients 
from the garden and a succulent pot paint-
ing workshop.
The second club to present and pass 
was the Golf Club. President Ryan Blair 
and Vice President Colin Alexander ex-
plained their stance on the addition of 
a golf club at Santa Clara in their five-
minute time allowance. 
In the absence of a club golf team, stu-
dents who want to play a round of golf 
with others will now have an organized 
group to play with. The goal is to gather 
people with a common interest in golf 
and play at times that are most accessible 
for students.
Vice President Sam Pérez announced 
that ASG will be producing a new sexual 
assault awareness video that is expected to 
replace How to Thread a Moving Needle. 
ASG has received money from donors for 
this endeavor and is working with the the-
ater department.
Maggie Hurlbut of the Public Relations 
branch spoke to the importance of the 
Bronco News videos that will consistently 
be posted on the ASG website.
“One of our missions this year in the 
PR branch is to shed more light on the 
positive things that you guys are doing. 
I think there are a lot of initiatives that 
don’t get widely noticed,” Hurlbut said 
to the Senate.
Alex Perlman of the Facilities and Op-
erations Committee mentioned getting 
ACCESS cards available to students on 
their phones. He also spoke about poten-
tially adding digital art as a major or minor 
and getting compost bins for off-campus 
housing.
The ASG Senate will meet again during 
week three on Thursday at 7 p.m. in the 
California Mission Room. 
Contact Meghan McLaughlin  at 
mmclaughlin@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
Global 
• In Puerto Rico, the official death toll from Hurricane Maria has risen to 34 people.
• Facebook turned over more than 3,000 Russian-linked advertisements to 
congressional investigators. The social media platform is under scrutiny for enabling 
Russian meddling in the 2016 U.S. election.
• Clashes between police and protestors erupted in Barcelona on Sunday as 
Catalonian citizens cast their ballots on their independance from Spain, with more  
than 750 people injured. 
• Legendary rocker Tom Petty died on Monday. He was 66 years old. 
National
• The Trump Administration plans to set a historically low refugee ceiling of 45,000 
for the 2018 fiscal year. 
• O. J. Simpson was released from a prison in Nevada after serving nine years on 
charges stemming from an armed robbery. 
• An attack at a country music festival in Las Vegas left at least 59 people dead and 
more than 520 injured.
Santa Clara
• A new pilot program called the Bronco Bigs Initiative was established to partner new 
and returning students in Big-Little relationships to provide support and mentoring. 
Student Government Recap: Week 2
News in Brief
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Drahmann Center creates space 
for students to practice math; offers 
group study sessions and tutoring 
Grant Pustelnik
Associate Reporter
Math can be a challenging subject to grasp, and luckily for Santa Clara 
students, there is now have a place to receive extra assistance in various 
math classes.
The Mathematics Learning Center (MLC) was established this quarter 
and seeks to help students in lower-division math classes through individual 
and group tutoring sessions.
“What we’re trying to create with the Math Learning Center is a 
community where we’re all learning math together,” Linda Burks said, 
Director of the MLC and an adjunct faculty member. 
While the concept for the MLC was developed last year, it was not 
implemented until fall of this year. Previously, the Drahmann Tutoring 
Center offered basic tutoring services in lower-division math courses. 
The MLC has since expanded this operation to a wider variety of 
courses, yet remains housed in Drahmann. Some of these new courses 
include MATH 30 (Business Calculus) and MATH 51 (Discrete Math-
ematics). 
While the MLC is intended to work as a place for first-year students 
to strengthen their mathematics skills alongside a tutor and fellow 
classmates, the MLC is open to any students that require assistance in 
any classes that are offered support through study groups and individual 
tutoring sessions.Each class has a study group associated with it with a 
scheduled time slot for students to partake in a group tutoring session.
“In this study group, experienced tutors will help [students] estab-
lish good study skills and problem solving strategies and also deepen 
understanding of the class material,” said Burks in an email. 
The MLC also offers individual tutoring sessions, where students can 
either meet up with a tutor one-on-one during their scheduled work 
hours or make an appointment for a different time. Future plans for 
the MLC include review sessions, which Burks says will work as study 
sessions for specific instructors’ midterms and finals, and tutoring for 
more classes. 
Even though the MLC is fairly new to campus, feedback has already 
been positive according to surveys conducted by the MLC. Burks says 
that students find their tutors helpful and friendly.
“Students seem to find both the collaborative group study sessions 
and individual appointments to be extremely helpful,” Vishanth Iyer 
said, a tutor for the MLC.
According to Burks, any interested students are welcome to visit the 
MLC and set up an appointment to meet with a tutor.
Contact Grant Pustelnik  at gpustelnik@scu.edu or call (408) 554-
4852.
In response to the recent announcement of the removal of 
DACA (Deferred Action forChildhood Arrivals), the student 
body Presidents of the twenty-eight Jesuit colleges and uni-
versities in the United States publicly stand in solidarity with 
our undocumented students and their allies. 
We, as a collective unit, acknowledge that this is a human 
issue that will impact over 800,000 members of our nation.
Immigrants have played a crucial part in the foundation of 
this nation and have dreams and aspirations like any other 
person; these dreams should be preserved and kept sacred 
just as any other.
As colleges and universities rooted in the Jesuit traditions, 
our students are called to engage in the discourse and advocate 
for a more just and equitable world. In the face of injustice, 
we are challenged to practice a high level of discernment and 
allow our knowledge and experiences to inform our actions of 
being with and for others. 
It is important to emphasize that our unifying mission un-
derlines the commitment to all people, regardless of national 
origin and documentation status. Any action and policy that 
seeks to divide and tear us apart should never be accepted and 
thereby calls for our total resistance to such.
With that being said, the student body Presidents of Jesuit 
colleges and universities in the United States will:
• Work on behalf of our constituents to start the chain 
of calling our representatives.
•  Orchestrate educational efforts for students to learn 
more about the topics of immigration and DACA and 
how it relates to our Jesuit mission.
• Strive to engage our students in dialogue and/or dem-
onstrations that denounce the removal of this program.
• Promote action off-campus to stand with the rest of 
the country in creating a greater understanding of 
the need for DACA and garnering more support of 
Congressional legislation.
• Remind students of the appropriate resources on our 
respective campuses that support the spiritual, psy-
chological, and emotional well-being of our students 
in order to uphold the value of cura personalis (care 
for the whole person).
With this statement, we encourage all students to treat this 
recent announcement of the removalof the DACA program as a 
call to action to stand with and contest this decision alongside 
thoseat the margins. 
We would like to highlight the importance of becoming 
educated on the matters at hand, participating in public protest 
and communicating with your respective legislators toenact 
change. 
The understanding of our privilege must be utilized to 
realize our roles as higher education institutions in catalyzing 
social change in our contemporary world. We urge our peers 
across the country to stand together and for our undocumented 
students.
This letter was finalized on Sept. 28 and signed by all 
student body presidents at the 28 Jesuit universities 
and colleges in the United States of America.                                                                   
For more information, contact Santa Clara University’s 
Associated Student Government President Jack Herstam at 
jherstam@scu.edu. 
DACA Statement from Jesuit Student Body Presidents 
MICHELLE WANG — THE SANTA CLARA
Students collaborating together in the Math Learning Center (MLC), new to the university this quarter. Located in the Drahmann 
Tutoring Center, the MLC offers both group study sessions for specific class sections as well as one-on-one tutoring appointments. 
Our company need an applicant to joining our team 
and earn money weekly, Receive and record the 
movement of parts, supplies, materials, equipment and 
stock coming in and out of the company. Provide cus-
tomer service to customers picking up in warehouse.
$40 per hour Maintain cleanliness of warehouse. 
Apply to davidcarabajal199@gmail.com
CLERK/RECEPTIONIST
Need Math Help? 
Problem Solved! 
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Thursday, October 5, 2017
4
legends,  a run for their money, 
this song will be the most whole-
some listen of 2017. The song is in-
troduced with a plea, likely framed 
as a request from Tara: “Don’t give 
up on me / ‘Cause I’m just in a rut 
/ I’m climbing but the walls keep 
stacking up.” This is answered im-
mediately by the following song.
Sounding just like something 
off of Springsteen’s Magic, “Life to 
Come” eases the melancholy anxiety 
of “Rut.” Again making use of the 
near-tribal percussion of the title 
track, the piece is lush and driving. 
The steadfast, confidence of the 
singing answers Tana’s “Don’t give 
up on me” with a heartfelt chant of 
“I didn’t see this comin’, I admit it / 
But if you think I’ll buckle, forget it 
/ I told you that I’d be the one / I’ll 
be there in the life to come.”
In “Tyson vs Douglas,” confi-
dences are broken. Dreams crash 
to bits. The image of masculinity 
as propagated by “The Man” is cast 
aside. A narrative regarding Mike 
Tyson’s loss to Buster Douglas in 
what the press called “the greatest 
upset in sports history,” Flowers 
reflects on the life changing impact 
of this loss on himself, friends and 
family. The image of masculinity, 
the unbroken Tyson, is felled in an 
instant. In sequence, so does his fa-
çade of manhood. This follow-up to 
the second track is yet another hint 
at the thought pattern of the album.
The Killers finish their album with a 
question: “Have All the Songs Been 
Written?” The track is a meditation 
on finality. The listener is left to pon-
der the end, and Tana is left with 
one more message: “I will make you 
happy again/I can see it, I believe it.”
“Wonderful Wonderful” intro-
duces us to a new side of The Killers. 
This album is thoughtful, searingly 
well-produced and inspiring. The 
band sounds the tightest they ever 
have on this release. If you’re looking 
for an album of titanic proportions, 
give The Killers 43 minutes of your 
time, because they just gave us five 
years of theirs.
CESAR TESEN — THE SANTA CLARA
The Killers Dig Deeper in “Wonderful World” 
The Third Floor Gallery of the University Library showcases a variety of artwork that interprets Biblical stories through many different creative mediums. The exhibit will be available for viewing from now until April 1, 2018.
Continued from Page 1
AP
The Killers’ latest album, “Wonderful Wonderful,” was released by Island Records on Sept. 22. The ten-track album deviates from 
more traditional rock & roll music by exploring sensitive themes such as toxic masculinity, depression and childhood trauma.
Contact Noah Sonnenburg at 
nsonnenburg@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
Third Floor Gallery Brings Scripture to Life 
New exhibit displays cre-




Despite our common roots as students at 
a Jesuit university, delving into the complex 
language of the Bible can be a daunting task 
for all.  Understanding—let alone interpreting 
scripture and deciphering symbolic meaning—
can be challenging enough. Luckily, the Third 
Floor Gallery in the University Library is host-
ing an exhibit on three artists who have made 
scriptural interpretation their life’s work. This 
exhibit provides imagery for a text typically 
devoid of pictures, allowing viewers to broaden 
their understanding of Biblical stories and 
motifs. 
On exhibition until April 1, 2018, “Art Inter-
preting Scripture: Characters in and Creators 
of the Bible” takes viewers on a short journey 
through scriptural interpretations of three 
modern biblical artists.  Along each wall, the 
artists’ works concerning the same biblical 
characters hang adjacent to one another.
 For example, three interpretations of 
Adam and Eve preside side-by-side: one real-
istic and filled with color, the other harsh and 
colorless and a third somewhere in-between. 
Although they contain identical subjects, each 
painting illuminates different human traits. 
When positioned next to each other, the di-
verse pieces communicate the multidimen-
sional nature of mankind. 
The works of English calligrapher Donald 
Jackson are elegant and color-heavy. His strict 
usage of medieval tools, such as gold leaf and 
quills, did not stop him from creating images 
that leap off the page. However, Jackson did 
not limit his creations to medieval imagery as 
he did his tools. 
In fact, his illuminated manuscript entitled 
“The Saint John’s Bible” includes modern im-
agery such as tanks and cars, as well as symbols 
from a variety of world religions, including the 
Buddhist mandala. While the text is ancient, 
the messages endure and Jackson’s contem-
porary imagery makes its meaning relevant 
for a modern audience. 
Meanwhile, Barry Moser’s way of bring-
ing the scriptures to life in “The Pennyroyal 
Caxton Bible” could not contrast more fiercely 
with Jackson’s. Devoid of all color, Moser uses 
engravings as his medium to depict a natural 
cruelty often overlooked in scriptural studies. 
Unlike Jackson, who avoids realist depictions, 
Moser embraces the personal. In his depiction 
of Job, he shows a sallow man covered in boils 
who has dropped to his knees “cursing the day 
he was born.”
Finally, Sadao Watanabe takes his depic-
tions in a fresh cultural direction, drawing 
on his Japanese heritage to shape his cre-
ative lens. After converting to Christianity 
at a young age, Watanabe saw it as his duty 
to recreate traditional Christian images in a 
Japanese style.  He embraced the methodol-
ogy of the early 20th century mingei move-
ment, which, according to the piece’s plac-
ard, “sought to return to traditional Japanese 
handicrafts.” 
In general, Watanabe tries to direct the at-
tention of the viewers to the presence of God 
in each piece, which sharply contrasts with 
Jackson’s contemporary imagery or Moser’s 
focus on the reality of the individual.
In addition to portraying artistic inter-
pretations of Biblical stories, the exhibit also 
showcases Bibles themselves, many of which 
date back to the fourth century. Although some 
are contemporary and some are medieval, 
certain images persist through all editions, 
including the recognizable shepherd. In ad-
dition to imagery, devotion to detail and so-
phistication of embellishments in the sacred 
scriptures endures through the centuries. 
Each new Biblical print reflects the cre-
ator’s theology and history, easily felt by the 
pity, sanctity or awe evoked in each artists’ 
renderings. For the Biblical art enthusiast 
and curious student alike, “Art Interpreting 
Scripture” takes an artful twist on biblical 
interpretation and offers an engaging way for 
library goers to procrastinate on their work 
even longer than normal.
Contact PJ Hummelt at phummelt@scu.edu 
or call (408) 554-4852.
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When I’m playing Chopin, it’s 
Chopin. Of course, that’s a very 
strange way to answer your ques-
tion, but it’s a little like asking a chef, 
“What’s your favorite dish?” You 
know? But I think, as of this morn-
ing, if I had to choose one, I’d go 
with Chopin.
EB: Do you tour anymore?
HB: Well, I play concerts when 
I’m asked. I’ve never, ever had an 
agent, and I’ve never written to any-
one asking, “Can I play there?”
EB: It’s funny you say that, be-
cause I was actually going to ask 
about being a commercially suc-
cessful pianist.
HB: Well, I don’t know what that 
means exactly. Does it mean sup-
porting oneself entirely on perform-
ing? I don’t know how many people 
do that, actually. Even some people 
who you think would will tell you 
they can’t because there’re a lot of 
expenses involved. And I’ve never 
been interested in that, actually. I 
never wanted to be a touring player 
and I never liked traveling all that 
much. I love teaching and I have a 
family with three children. I think 
people who tour have burning de-
sire to do so. It’s just not something 
that was of interest to me.It’s not 
the most important thing. Music 
is important, but not performing. 
I don’t particularly like to perform, 
frankly. I don’t like being all nervous. 
I’m serious. I don’t like being upset 
like that. I’m not a natural performer 
at all. It takes everything I have to 
get out there and play. And so, why 
would I want to play a lot?
I think, working here at the uni-
versity, and this is my 40th year here, 
it’s created a balance that I absolute-
ly adore. I just love it—the teaching 
and the playing and the service to 
the school. All of us here, this depart-
ment, we have a particularly active 
faculty. I can’t think of anybody on 
our faculty who isn’t an active per-
former. I think if you, for instance, 
just go to nearby colleges, you’ll find 
that it’s really unusual. Maybe some 
of the faculty were performers once, 
but they don’t do it anymore or they 
don’t do it much. But, this depart-
ment encourages [performance] and 
it’s part of the culture here that we 
all play.
EB: That’s cool. It keeps you guys 
active in the community.
HB: It does, and it keeps the juic-
es alive. And also, I think, it adds 
credibility to us as musicians that 
we do what we teach. We actually 
get out there and do it. So, to some 
degree, we can model what we teach. 
EB: Is that why you’ve stayed at 
Santa Clara for so long? Why’d you 
come teach here in the first place?
HB: Well, to make a living!
EB: But you could do that at any 
number of universities.
HB: Right, but do you know how 
many people applied for my job? 
Eighty. And that’s common. So it’s 
not like one is asked all the time. Yes, 
I was offered a few times, a few other 
jobs, but I wanted to live here, in the 
Bay Area. My wife grew up five miles 
from here, so this has always been 
something of a dream. I’m one of 
the happiest people here on campus!
EB: You seem like it!
HB: I start phased retirement 
next year and will start to wind 
things down, so to say.
EB: Do you think you’ll stick 
around the area and the university 
through your retirement?
HB: Well, the phased retirement 
can go as many as five years. It’s a 
type of contract that one agrees to. 
I would imagine, even after that’s 
all said and done and I’m officially 
not involved I’ll still care very much 
and go to concerts. I have a very nice 
relationship with the university. 
Faculty recitals at Santa Clara are 
put on voluntarily by Santa Clara 
faculty at no cost to the school. All 
proceeds from ticket sales are do-
nated to the university as a whole, 
not just the music department.
*This interview has been edited 
and condensed for clarity
Contact Ethan Beberness at 
ebeberness@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
Film explores the 




D a r r e n  A r o n o f s k y ’s 
“mother!” is a disturbing and 
audacious movie that is not 
for the faint of heart. The 
writer-director is known for 
controversial filmmaking 
(“Requiem for a Dream,” 
“Black Swan”), but this meta-
phorical horror film is trou-
bling even for him. 
The film distinguishes it-
self from a typical horror film 
by commenting on today’s 
newest form of colonization: 
man conquering nature. At 
its core, “mother!” is about 
how man’s need for control 
and dominance clashes with 
Mother Nature’s limited re-
sources. 
Aronofsky explores the 
consequences of humankind’s 
insatiable desire for expan-
sion by alluding to climate 
change throughout the film, 
beginning with the opening 
scene. A crystal with glowing 
red lines is placed on a pedes-
tal which causes a burned-up 
house to be regenerate itself— 
symbolizing the start of a new 
cycle. 
Besides the strange open-
ing, the film has a deceptively 
simple setup that takes place 
entirely in a remote house. A 
couple, named Mother (Jen-
nifer Lawrence) and Him (Ja-
vier Bardem), reside there as 
she works to restore parts of 
their idyllic country home. He 
is a once-famous writer who 
is experiencing writer’s block. 
Meanwhile, she is in charge 
of the decisions around the 
house (i.e. selecting which 
colors to use to paint one of 
the dilapidated rooms). 
Aronofsky hints that this 
movie is something else en-
tirely by breaking all rules 
of realism early on. In one 
scene, Mother puts her hand 
on a wall and viewers zoom 
into the house to see a lit-
eral beating heart within the 
walls. Throughout the film, 
Aronofsky does a brilliant 
job of making viewers feel 
like they are living vicari-
ously through Mother. 
One night, there is an un-
expected knock on the door 
that startles Him and Moth-
er. As far as the audience can 
tell, she is neither expecting 
nor wanting a visitor, yet he 
jumps to answer it. An in-
dividual identified as Man 
(Ed Harris) enters the house 
with a fawning story about 
Him’s work. 
After the men exchange 
friendly banter, he offers 
Man to stay the night. He 
neglects to ask Mother’s 
opinion on the matter, 
even after Man belittles 
her position in the house 
throughout their conversa-
tion (a motif that appears 
throughout the film). The 
sudden intrusion causes her 
to feel shaky and the living 
heart within the wall becomes 
blackened. 
Viewers witness Mother 
sipping on an elixir of sorts 
to regain her energy and it 
becomes clear that there is 
a literal connection between 
her and the heart. At various 
other points in the film, she 
touches the wall to see the 
condition of the heart sym-
bolising that it is directly rep-
resentative of herself (i.e. the 
way she feels inside). 
The following day, Woman 
(Michelle Pfeiffer) arrives 
explaining that she is Man’s 
wife. The couple comfort-
ably make their way around 
the house after receiving an 
extended invitation by Him: 
“You can stay as long as you 
want.” 
To merely say that things 
become stranger from this 
point on is a huge understate-
ment. “Mother!” starts in one 
register—feeling almost like a 
thriller—but soon transforms 
into something surreal and 
genre-defying. 
The subtle hints that 
Aronofsky plots throughout 
the film seem to grow like 
the blood spot that Mother 
can never seem to get rid of. 
Viewers learn that there is 
more to the world of this film 
as the sounds and feelings of 
discomfort escalate and as 
Aronofsky’s metaphors be-
come more apparent.
The climactic sequence 
that follows is meant for a vi-
sual experience but can best 
be described as the epitome 
of intensity. The house floods 
with a mob of more people 
and everything devolves into 
chaos. Mother passes through 
various rooms witnessing 
jaw-dropping horrors, rang-
ing from people engaging in 
Satanic rituals to Kristen Wiig 
shooting lines of prisoners in 
the head. 
As more and more people 
show up, they eventually 
obliterate the house, there-
by symbolising mankind’s 
destruction of the natural 
world. The parallel between 
Mother Earth and man is ex-
plicitly highlighted at the end 
of the film, as viewers real-
ize that Mother is a part of a 
cycle that Him, the creator, 
has constructed. The husband 
and wife relationship in the 
film follows by design. 
Aronofsky’s “mother!” 
elicits a broad range of emo-
tions-- in particular, frustra-
tion with our world’s current 
affairs. It is a visually strik-
ing film that gives viewers a 
sobering view of humanity 
today. 
No matter how much we 
beckon ourselves to not al-
low history to repeat itself, 
Aronofsky suggests that our 
human arrogance and greed 
will always cause us to fall 
victim to its destructive cycle. 
Contact Zoe Karimy at 
zkarimy@scu.edu or call 
(408) 554-4852.
Combining a Passion for Performance with a Love for Teaching
Aronofsky’s “mother!”: A Metaphor for Climate Change
AP
Writer-director Darren Aronofsky’s latest film, “mother!” stars Jennifer Lawrence and Javier Bardem (pictured above). Aronofsky has stated that 
the film is both an allegory for the Bible and a commentary on our nation’s lack of initiative when it comes to solving the issue of climate change. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF SCU.EDU
Hans Boepple joined the faculty of Santa Clara University in 1978, and has since influ-
enced his students through both his musical performances and classroom instruction. 
His piano performance on Sept. 30 drew rave reviews from both students and faculty.
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Jay Fuchs
When I was 19, I was diag-nosed with bipolar dis-order after having some-
thing called a manic episode–the 
mental health equivalent of being 
hit by a bus. Over the course of my 
recovery, across multiple hospital 
stays, I witnessed first-hand ex-
actly how backwards and broken 
the mental health care system in 
this country is. I have seen mentally 
compromised men and women get-
ting put back on the street after they 
were not able to pay for their own 
care. I am familiar with the plight 
of the undertrained, overworked 
social workers in inpatient facilities 
and outpatient programs, and I have 
met far too many patients who will 
never get the chance to lead actual 
lives because of inadequate care.
The massacre in Las Vegas that 
happened earlier this week will un-
doubtedly prompt a heated debate 
on the gun laws in this country, as it 
should. But I would bet that several 
pundits and politicians on the right 
are going to try to make this tragedy 
exclusively about mental illness. It 
is not the time for that conversation. 
For the most part, when a trag-
edy like this occurs, many right wing 
outlets—like the NRA—try to steer 
the conversation away from gun 
control by citing other issues, the 
most popular of which tend to be 
terrorism and mental health. Af-
ter the San Bernardino incident in 
2015, the NRA cited Barack Obama’s 
“failed foreign policy” as a primary 
cause for the shooting. In regards to 
the massacre in Orlando, a spokes-
man for the NRA made reference 
to “[the] mental health system in 
this country that has completely 
and totally collapsed,” to avoid a 
conversation on tighter gun laws. 
The NRA is not alone in the per-
petuation of this trend. During the 
2015 Republican primaries, many 
candidates pulled the exact same 
move. After the shooting in Oregon 
in 2015, Marco Rubio asserted that 
stricter gun laws would not help 
prevent mass shootings and that 
“the country should examine men-
tal illness.” Chris Christie ducked 
the talk about guns and said that 
he was, “very concerned about the 
mental health side of [the shoot-
ing].” The majority of the other 
candidates in the field, including 
Donald Trump and Carly Fiorina, 
expressed similar sentiments. 
Many in the GOP and the gun 
lobby want nothing to do with dis-
cussing any potential infringements 
upon the second amendment, and 
mental health and terrorism are 
powerful ways to change that con-
versation. However, Stephen Pad-
dock is not believed to have ties to 
any terrorist organization. The GOP 
and the NRA know that, so mental 
illness is probably going to be their 
best bet as a means of changing the 
conversation.
Just to be clear, Stephen Pad-
dock had no history of mental ill-
ness. The people around him had no 
idea if he might have had any kind 
of psychiatric disorder, and he was 
able to pass multiple background 
checks to purchase firearms. 
 The fact that the GOP’s interest 
in it most explicitly comes to light 
in the wake of a mass shooting re-
ally undermines their sincerity–es-
pecially when you consider recent 
legislation Republicans in Congress 
have endorsed. 
There is a provision in the Amer-
ican Healthcare Act (“Trumpcare”) 
that allows states to change health 
plans so they do not have to cover 
mental health services. Another 
provision ends the Medicaid expan-
sion covering adults with mental 
illnesses who do not usually qualify 
for Medicaid. On top of that, the 
GOP supported and passed a bill 
earlier this year that rolled back an 
Obama-era regulation making it 
harder for people with mental ill-
nesses to buy guns.
In the coming weeks, do not be 
surprised see politicians and media 
personalities on TV bemoaning the 
abysmal state of our mental health-
care system. They will insist that 
it was the primary, if not the only, 
cause for this tragedy, and they will 
be effusive in saying that fixing it 
is one of the most pressing issues 
in government. Earlier this week, 
House Speaker Paul Ryan called 
mental illness a “critical ingredient” 
to tragedies like these and shook 
off questions about the aforemen-
tioned legislation that made it eas-
ier for the mentally ill to buy guns. 
If the GOP focuses the dialogue 
on mental health, a few things could 
happen. It might be that absolute-
ly nothing gets done, and mental 
healthcare gets put on the back-
burner again until the next mass 
shooting. It could be that some 
progressive mental health legisla-
tion gets passed at the local level, 
as was the case after the Virginia 
Tech massacre and Aurora, Colo-
rado. Or maybe Congress may be 
able to muster a bipartisan mental 
healthcare reform like they did in 
response to the tragedy in New-
town. Something may get done, but 
if you really care about the mentally 
ill, you should be willing to openly 
address their issues, publicly ad-
vocate for them and work for their 
interests anytime, not just when it’s 
convenient for you politically. 
At its core, this tragedy was not 
a product of how we treat mental 
healthcare in this country. Mental 
healthcare reform would not have 
prevented a man without an observ-
able mental illness from passing 
multiple background checks and le-
gally procuring the means to kill 58 
people. If we could have prevented 
his acquisition of those weapons, 
we could have stopped a massacre. 
Jay Fuchs is a senior 
communication major.
A Student’s Response to the Las Vegas Tragedy
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As the new basketball season approaches, 
Santa Clara will look to build off a rather re-
spectable preceding season (17-16, a big im-
provement over previous years). One of the 
highlights of last season was the final game 
when the Broncos lost to Gonzaga by a low 
spread of nine points. A loss might not seem 
like a highlight, but considering Santa Clara’s 
predicted 24-point loss, the team did better 
than expected against the eventual national 
champion runner-up. There’s a lot to be ex-
cited about, and nervous for, in regards to 
the future of Santa Clara basketball. With the 
departure of feature winger Jared Brownridge, 
Head Coach Herb Sendek will look to build on 
the rest of the core, as well as integrate some 
fresh new faces into the mix. 
If Santa Clara can make an even better run 
in the WCC Playoffs this year, we will have 
made the first few steps to basketball relevancy 
on a national scale. Here’s a look at three new 
players who will try to do just that. 
Noteworthy Recruits:
Henry Caruso (Sr., Princeton), a first-year 
player who spent the last four seasons at 
Princeton. Caruso earned a medical redshirt 
for 2016-17 season and signed with the Bron-
cos in April as a graduate transfer for his final 
season of eligibility. 
He played in 74 career games (43 starts), 
averaging 9.3 points and 4.1 rebounds on 51.7 
percent shooting from the floor, including 
42.1 percent from behind the three-point 
line. At Princeton he started in 65 of his final 
66 appearances. One of his most noteworthy 
achievements is being a 2015-16 All-Ivy League 
performer. 
Caruso (6-foot-4, 195 lbs.) looks to be a 
sharpshooter for the team and provide some 
length and size on defense. His veteran pres-
ence will bring leadership and experience to a 
squad with six listed underclassmen.
Matt Turner (Fr., Blair Academy) played 
for coach Joe Mantegna at Blair Academy in 
Blairstown, N.J. He transferred from Trumbull 
High School (Conn.) to Blair after his sopho-
more year. While at Blair Academy, he started 
two years and averaged 14 points and four 
rebounds per game during his senior season. 
Turner received first team all-conference and 
all-state honors as a senior and helped his team 
win the Mid-Atlantic Prep League title in both 
his sophomore and junior seasons. Turner 
took his team to the Prep ‘A’ state final in the 
2015-16 season. 
He also played for the New York Light-
ning of the Nike Elite Youth Basketball League 
(EYBL) under coach Dana Dingle during the 
spring and summer of 2016. On top of that, 
Turner was invited to the 2016 Victor Oladipo 
Skills Academy, held in Hyattsville, Md (Santa 
Clara Basketball). Turner (6-foot-3, 175 lbs.) 
will offer great athleticism and scoring at Santa 
Clara, and is sure to make an impact on the 
team right off the bat. The Bronco faithful 
will have a dynamic play-maker to watch for 
years to come. 
Shaquille Walters (Fr., Lee Academy) was 
elected for the Great Britain U20 national 
team. He played the 2016-17 season at Lee 
Academy (Maine) where he averaged double-
digit points under coach Igor Vrzina. Walters 
graduated from the City of London Academy 
in the spring of 2016 where he played under 
coach Jackson Gibbons. While he was there, 
Walters earned 2015-16 Elite Academy Bas-
ketball League (EABL) East Player of the Year 
honors after leading City of London Academy 
to a 12-1 record while averaging 14.6 points, 6.3 
rebounds, 3.5 assists and 2.5 steals. Along with 
that, he was awarded MVP at the 2014-15 Bas-
ketball England National Schools U17 Champi-
onships after leading his team to the title game 
where he posted 21 points, 11 rebounds and six 
assists. Walters then participated in the 2015 
Luol Deng Top 50 Camp which features the top 
50 players in England (Santa Clara Basketball). 
He will look to be an all-around player for 
the team, and at 6-foot-6, 190 lbs., with great 
athleticism, he has all the tools to be just that. 
Versatility is always great for bench players 
and Walters will look to make an impact any-
where he can. 
Contact Alex Stewart at astewart@scu.edu or 
call (408) 554-4852.
COURTESY OF SANTA CLARA  UNIVERSITY
Men’s Basketball Strides Toward National Relevance
Men’s Basketball Head Coach Herb Sendek patrols the court in a 2017 season game. Sendek has revolutionized the scene of Santa Clara Men’s Basketball by picking 
up key recruits, changing the team’s playing style and using their newly improved budget to help the team gain national recognition since being hired in 2016. 
Fantasy Football Predictions and Tips: Week Five
The disappointments after 
Week Four and what to look 
forward to in Week Five
Alex Stewart
The santa clara
Buy/Sell for Week 4
Sell High 
Sammy Watkins (LAR, WR): His best game as a Ram was 
against the 49ers during which he caught two touchdowns and 
had 106 receiving yards. The hype train is on him, as well as on 
Jared Goff. Watkins will always have injury questions and when 
you have an unproven QB in Goff throwing you the ball, that’s 
never a recipe for success. Also, the Rams have yet to have their 
games with Seattle or Arizona, meaning Watkins has four rough 
matchups in his future. He also has future trips to the Janoris 
Jenkins and Xavier Rhodes islands, where WR’s go missing.
Buy Low
Amari Cooper (OAK, WR): Owners are most likely in panic 
mode over Cooper’s slide. After putting up 17.2 PPR points the 
first week of the season, he was outshined by Michael Crabtree 
in Week Two and suffered along with the rest of the Raiders 
anemic offense in the Week Three loss to the Redskins. Cooper’s 
talent is undoubtable and even though he has left the fantasy 
community wanting more, he’s a good bet to rebound. Cooper 
could suffer a bit if Carr doesn’t play in Week Five, which should 
only cheapen the price to get him. Nine times out of 10, you 
want to bet on talent rising, not falling.
Key Waiver Pickups
Deshaun Watson (HOU, QB) and Will Fuller (HOU, WR): 
Deshaun Watson just set a rookie record with five passing 
touchdowns in a game against the Titans last Sunday. Two 
of them were to Will Fuller, who made his season debut after 
rehabbing a broken collarbone for the first four weeks of the 
season. Watson is currently owned in 24.8 percent of ESPN 
leagues and that number is sure to skyrocket for Week Five.
Watson exhibits an elite football IQ, with incredible athleti-
cism. He makes throws like Tom Brady and runs like a smaller 
Cam Newton. Getting into more of the fantasy side of things, 
Watson has the starting job all locked up and is sure to provide 
solid floor, high ceiling production value going forward. He 
has a slew of weapons to work with, including Lamar Miller, 
DeAndre Hopkins and Will Fuller. The Texans defense is also 
one of the best, so Watson will see the field for the majority 
of the game. If you’re looking for a low dropoff backup QB, 
or if you’re like me and need a new starting QB because Cam 
Newton has been under performing, Watson will fill that role 
very nicely. When looking at Will Fuller, who had a very nice 
game last Sunday, there’s a lot to like. He has 4.24 speed for 
the 40-yard dash and his hands get better with every snap. 
Fuller is a risky play, because he could put up 20 yards in a 
game or 100 yards and two touchdowns. He is currently owned 
in 7.6 percent of ESPN leagues. His role in a typical 10-team 
league is a low floor, high ceiling WR. If you need a dynamic 
playmaker who you’re willing to take a risk on, he could pay 
off with big dividends. 
Key Fantasy Matchups for Week Five
49ers @ Colts: T.Y. Hilton and Carlos Hyde owners could be 
in for a treat with this one. Despite Hyde’s injury, the Colts 
have one of the most porous defenses in the NFL. The same 
goes for the other side of the ball. Hilton could put up big time 
numbers if Brissett could only get him the ball. This is a game 
that doesn’t offer much in the playoff aspect of the NFL, but 
it’s a key matchup for fantasy owners. 
Seahawks @ Rams: This is make or break for Todd Gurley. 
For years, the Seahawks have had one of the best defenses in 
the NFL, against the rush and the pass. The Rams have been 
on a roll, but like I said in last week’s article, they have largely 
gone up against subpar defenses. For the Seahawks, their of-
fense could see continuation of their great production in Week 
Four as they go up against a very run-of-the-mill Rams defense. 
Chiefs @ Texans: Kareem Hunt owners beware, JJ Watt 
and Jadeveon Clowney await. Hunt has been a very pleasant 
surprise for fantasy owners, who largely saw him as a RB2 
with decent upside. Here’s to hoping this upside continues as 
the unstoppable force in Hunt meets the immovable object in 
the Texan’s defense. Another potential wrinkle in this game 
is seeing how Deshaun Watson does against an above average 
Chiefs defense. 
Contact Alex Stewart at astewart@scu.edu or call (408) 554-
4852.
Texans star quarterback Deshaun Watson celebrates a successful 
touchdown pass on Sept. 24 in a nail-biting loss against the Patriots.
AP
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In case you missed it, Santa 
Clara recently began a long over-
due, additional funding plan for 
athletics and programs to build 
more school pride. 
Students noticed. Last May, 
Olivia DeGraca, Sports Editor 
for “The Santa Clara” newspaper, 
asked, “Is Santa Clara Athletics 
Buying School Spirit?” Is school 
spirit more centered on campus 
clubs, Greek life or one basketball 
game against Gonzaga? 
It’s been over 20 years since 
Santa Clara earned a berth in the 
NCAA Men’s Basketball tourna-
ment. That means that the major-
ity of current students were not 
born. And we already know many 
students didn’t choose Santa Clara 
for its athletics, unless you play 
a sport or are from a family that 
likes sports.
After 1996—except for a few 
programs like women’s soccer or 
volleyball—Santa Clara’s athletics 
went off the radar and with it, our 
sports’ reputation. 
The administration went “all 
in” on developing the campus in-
frastructure instead, which lead to 
us having one of the most beautiful 
campuses in the nation. 
More students and higher tu-
ition means more financial aid 
and an operating budget to feed this 
buildup of students.  
Meanwhile, athletics was on the 
equivalent of “work scholarship.” 
Until this year, many coaches had 
to do their own fundraising to make 
their budget work. Could you imag-
ine, asking professors to fundraise 
so they could conduct a great class? 
Unthinkable.
University President Michael 
Engh, S.J. and the “Commission on 
Athletics” have asked the question 
in the past few years: What would 
a nationally competitive athletics 
program mean to the university? 
The answer: an enormous amount. 
The university’s Board of Trust-
ees approved a plan in 2015 that re-
focuses Men’s Basketball as an en-
abler of national recognition. For 
example, last year’s NCAA MBB 
tournament had over 150 million 
viewers.  
The MBB reboot is in its second 
year and everything is new and dif-
ferent. The biggest changes have 
been the coaching staff’s and ath-
letic culture. Our new coach, Herb 
Sendek, is one of the best coaches in 
college basketball.
The culture change is still a work 
in process under new A.D. Renee 
Baumgartner. 
The past eras of meager resourc-
es and low athletics performance 
expectations are gone. Winning is 
in; whining is out.
This athletic culture change 
includes everyone: alumni, season 
ticket holders and students.  
Why should you care?  Students 
have said, “We don’t go because we 
don’t win enough, we don’t play 
any good teams and we have better 
things to do with our friends.”
I get it. “Claradise” is a great 
place that we all love. But, as much 
as Santa Clara gives and has given 
to us, we need to give back to make 
it a better atmosphere.
Over 70 percent of current Santa 
Clara undergraduates receive finan-
cial aid, which amounts to nearly 
4,000 students. 
Ever consider where that money 
comes from? (BTW, the financial 
aid needed for fiscal 2018 is $100 
million!)
Many think that the university 
is just “clipping coupons” to meet 
financial aid needs. Nope. The uni-
versity endowment of $900 million 
only generates about $37 million of 
the need and the other $63 million 
must come from fundraising.  
Successful fundraising feeds off 
visibility. And that is why the uni-
versity needs athletics and students 
to help meet the growing popula-
tion’s financial aid and strategic 
needs. Simply put, whether you 
have financial or not, Santa Clara is 
investing in your future. Why not 
pay back some early dividends by 
investing more in school spirit?
I can assure you Men’s Basket-
ball will win more this year. This 
season’s schedule includes eight 
NCAA postseason qualifiers and 
several top 25 teams with Nevada 
and Valparaiso marquee non-con-
ference home games.
Last season, name wins were 
against Valpo on the road and BYU 
at home. We took the No. 2 Zags 
(NCAA finalists) to the final two 
minutes in the WCC semi-finals. 
Santa Clara was the most improved 
team in the WCC with five more 
league wins year over year.
The NCAA postseason is all 
about RPI (the calculation used by 
the NCAA tournament selection 
committee).  You need to have just 
enough “name” wins to finish with 
a < 75 RPI.  
As students, do you always 
choose the hardest classes in your 
schedule? GPA calculations are a 
lot like RPI calculations.  Just like 
you may need a good GPA for grad 
school or a great job, we need a good 
RPI to have chances for postseason 
tournaments. 
There’s some very positive 
“blips” on the Doppler for Men’s 
basketball and athletics overall.
Your teams need your support. 
Why do we play better against St. 
Mary’s or Gonzaga at home? You 
are there, loud and rowdy: and your 
teams feed off it.
So, give it a shot. 
Go. It’s time for the Rough Riders 
and their posse to show up. You’re 
attending Santa Clara at a very 
special time when you will witness 
the resurgence of men’s basketball 
nationally. 
Trust me, your support and spirit 
will be the “adrenaline” that takes 
Santa Clara Athletics to the next 
level.  
The level where our campus, aca-
demics and athletics all reach their 
potential and raise our national vis-
ibility.
And that is a Claradise we will all 
be proud of.
Contact Fred Crary at facrary@
gmail.com. Fred Crary is an SCU 
alumni, season ticket holder and 
author of “The Bucking Bronco 
Men’s Basketball Blog.” For 
more articles subscribe www.
thebuckingbronco.blogspot.com
Santa Clara Athletic Director Renee Baumgartner strolls Bellomy Fields on one of her first days on campus in 2015. Baumgartner has lead all athletic improvements at Santa 
Clara in hopes of improving the university’s national relevance. Since being hired, she has implemented funds and staff members that have changed the athletic scene. 
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Contact 
Sports
It’s no secret that Americans 
love football. It’s a wildly enter-
taining sport with great teams and 
die-hard fans all over the country. 
What’s not to love?
Football is excitement, violence 
and surprise. Yet, these aspects 
of the game don’t only extend to 
football. Contact sports such as 
lacrosse and rugby almost always 
boast a higher number of fans and 
viewers than non-contact sports 
such as tennis, swimming and run-
ning. But all of this contact comes 
with a cost: over 650,000 injuries 
a year. 
A study at Yale University re-
cently found that if contact sports 
were converted into non-contact 
sports (such as flag football) there 
would be 49,600 less injuries at the 
college sports level and a whopping 
601,900 less injuries among male 
athletes in high school. These inju-
ries cost an estimated $20.7 billion 
per year. But it goes deeper than 
that, as it does not account for the 
long term damage done to the body 
after every injury. 
In reality, $20.7 billion is a mod-
est figure when we consider that 
one injury often leads to more. 
Multiple concussions and liga-
ment tears can turn into a more 
serious condition over time, rais-
ing both the human and the finan-
cial expense of an injury. Despite 
having similar injury rates as col-
lege football, high school football 
causes the most injuries. There are 
currently 10 times more players in 
high school than college (one mil-
lion versus 100,000).
To make matters worse, a lot of 
high school kids don’t receive prop-
er coaching, leading to even worse 
injuries—including lifelong ones 
such as CTE. It is not uncommon to 
hear of middle-aged men who have 
knee or back problems ever since 
they played football in high school; 
that’s a whole lifetime of pain.  In-
surance for football players has 
become extremely expensive, and 
for a lot of private schools the cost 
of football is not worth pursuing. 
In 1992, our school, like many 
others, decided enough was 
enough. We disbanded the team to 
focus our time and money on other 
sports and aspects of student life. 
However, to the joy of many 
fans, the university still isn’t con-
tact sport-free. We have thriving 
club hockey team and a club rugby 
team, even though rugby is believed 
to be more dangerous than football. 
Despite all the evidence of injury 
and medical costs, it will be hard 
to make football any less dangerous 
because that’s most of its appeal. At 
college football games, television 
production managers use parabolic 
microphones to capture the sounds 
of injuries such as “a head crack” 
because that’s what the audience 
wants. 
It’s hard to make football less 
dangerous when the danger is the 
reason people are attracted to it. 
Like it or not, we keep watching 
because danger entices us.
Jay Mehta is a sophomore 
economics major.
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